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September 7, 2021 

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 

The Honorable Jocelyn G. Boyd 

Chief Clerk/ Executive Director 
Public Service Commission of South Carolina 

101 Executive Center Drive, Suite 100 

Columbia, SC 29210 
 

 Re: James T. Simmons v. Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC 

  Docket Number: 2021-95-E 
 

Dear Ms. Boyd: 
 

 I am filing this letter on behalf of Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC (“DEC” or the “Company”) 

to notify the Commission that the Company has not received responses to its First Set of 
Interrogatories to Complainant in the above-referenced docket, and to respectfully request that the 

Commission dismiss the Complaint.   
 

 This docket was initiated by the filing of Mr. Simmons’ complaint on March 16, 2021.  Mr. 

Simmons alleged that his power bills had increased significantly despite there being no change in 
his home or electricity usage.  On April 15, 2021, the Company filed an answer to the complaint, 

along with a motion to dismiss.  On May 26, 2021, the Commission denied the Company’s motion 
to dismiss and ordered that new prefile dates for remaining testimony be set and the matter be 

scheduled for a hearing.  On June 2, 2021, the Clerk’s Office set a new procedural schedule 

requiring the Complainant to file direct testimony on or before August 11, 2021, and the Company 
to file testimony on or before August 25, 2021, and setting a hearing date of September 22, 2021. 

 
On June 10, 2021, the Company filed its First Set of Interrogatories to Complainant with 

the Commission and served a copy on Complainant via electronic mail and U.S. Mail.  Pursuant 

to S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 103-833, Complainant’s responses were due on or before June 30, 2021.  
On July 15, 2021, the Company filed a Motion to Compel requesting the Commission order Mr. 

Simmons to respond to the interrogatories by a date certain.  On August 4, 2021, the Commission 
issued Order No. 2021-533 requiring Mr. Simmons to answer the interrogatories by Friday, 

September 3, 2021.  Order No. 2021-553 also provided that “if the Complainant should fail to 

answer said interrogatories by the close of business on this date, that Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC 
may so notify the Commission, and the Commission will consider dismissal of the Complaint.”  

As of today’s date, no response to the Company’s First Set of Interrogatories to Complainant have 
been received.   
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 Therefore, the Company respectfully requests the Commission dismiss the Complaint. 
 

By copy of this letter we are serving the same on the parties of record. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Katie M. Brown 

 
cc:  James T. Simmons (via U.S. Mail and email)  

Alexander W. Knowles, Office of Regulatory Staff (via email)  

C. Lessie Hammonds, Office of Regulatory Staff (via email) 
Carri Grube Lybarker, Department of Consumer Affairs (via email)  

Roger P. Hall, Department of Consumer Affairs (via email)  
Heather Shirley Smith, Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC (via email)   

Samuel J. Wellborn, Robinson Gray Stepp & Laffitte, LLC (via email) 
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